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WHY CHOOSE PHARMACY?

An exciting career choice
Pharmacy combines science, 

healthcare, computer technology, 
business and math, offering a 

rare blend of teamwork and direct 
interaction with patients.

A trusted profession
Pharmacists are consistently ranked 

as one of the most highly trusted 
professionals because of the important 
care and health-related services they 

provide to patients.

Room to grow
Pharmacists can often move easily 

between different practice areas and 
explore many interesting opportunities 

over the course of their career.

Excellent earning potential 
and job satisfaction

Pharmacy is a professionally and 
financially rewarding career with strong 

salaries and work-life balance.

Explore hundreds 
of pharmacy career 
pathways, including 
specialized or advanced 
pharmacy practice. Your 
pathway to pharmacy is 
only a few steps away.

Pharmacists may choose to 
pursue optional postgraduate and 
lifelong learning opportunities—
such as residencies, fellowships, 
and certification programs—to 
specialize in fields like pediatrics, 
oncology, critical care, academia, 
or industry.

LICENSURE: All Pharm.D. graduates 
must successfully complete 
the North American Pharmacist 
Licensure Examination (NAPLEX) 
and other licensure assessments 
required by a state board of 
pharmacy before they can legally 
practice as a pharmacist in the U.S.3–4 YEARS: Most pharmacy 

colleges and school in the U.S. 
require 4 years of study in the 
professional Pharm.D. curriculum. 
Some pharmacy institutions offer 
accelerated programs that require 
the same amount of professional 
coursework to be completed within 
3 years.

2–4 YEARS: Pre-pharmacy coursework 
can be completed at any accredited 
college or university. Some pharmacy 
schools offer early assurance 
pathways to pre-pharmacy students. 
The majority of pharmacy schools 
do not require students to complete 
a bachelor’s degree before entering 
the professional Pharm.D. curriculum. 
View a list of prepharmacy and other 
feeder programs on our website at 
pharmacyforme.org/admissions
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Pharmacist Licensure Exam 
and State Board Requirements

Pre-Pharmacy Study

Optional Career Development

Pharmacy College Or School

YOUR FULFILLING CAREER AS A  
PHARMACIST
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V
isit Pharm

acyForM
e.org 

to take the career quiz to 
see w

hich pathw
ay m

ay be 
best for you!

A
M

B
U

LATO
RY C

A
RE 

PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
assist patients w

ith m
ultiple, 

short-term
 or long-term

 m
edical 

conditions, such as diabetes and 
hypertension, w

ho frequently take 
m

ultiple m
edications.

G
ERIATRIC

 PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
specialize in m

anagem
ent of 

older adults w
ho m

ay take several 
m

edications to address m
ultiple 

long-term
 health issues, such as 

diabetes, arthritis, Alzheim
er’s 

disease, pain, or other conditions 
associated w

ith aging.

O
N

C
O

LO
G

Y PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
are experts in the m

edications used 
to treat cancer, as w

ell as those used 
to m

anage the side effects from
 

cancer treatm
ents.
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D
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ELO
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EN
T 

is an exciting field that helps 
scientists create new

 m
edicines to 

fight diseases, im
prove health, and 

save lives. 

C
A

RD
IO

LO
G

Y PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
specialize in the m

anagem
ent of 

patients w
ith cardiovascular (heart) 

disease, in both the inpatient and 
outpatient settings, w

ho are often 
prescribed m

ultiple m
edications.

H
O

SPITA
L PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

serve as im
portant m

em
bers of the 

health care team
 and provide a 

variety of services that are critical to 
the care of patients in hospitals.

PED
IATRIC

 PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
ensure the safe and effective use of 
m

edicines in children ranging in age 
from

 new
born to 18 years.
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D

ISTRIB
U

TIO
N

are im
portant parts of getting 

m
edicines from

 the lab to the people 
w

ho need them
. 

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
use their expertise to ensure the 

m
edicinesand doses are correct based 

on a patient’s health and other factors, 
safeguard against drug interactions, 
counsel patients regarding safe and 

appropriate m
edication use,

and adm
inister im

m
unizations.

IN
D

U
STRY PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

develop new
 drugs in a pharm

aceutics 
departm

ent, conduct clinical drug 
trials in a research departm

ent, 
m

anage drug safety reports in an 
epidem

iology departm
ent, or w

ork on 
quality control in a drug production 

departm
ent.

PO
ISO

N
 C

O
N

TRO
L PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

respond 24/7 to urgent questions 
about poisonous chem

icals, 
hazardous toxins, and serious drug 

interactions.

C
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H

 
is a fascinating field w

here scientists 
and other healthcare professionals 

w
ork together to study how

 new
 

treatm
ents, m

edicines, and m
edical 

practices help people in practice. 

C
O

M
PO

U
N

D
IN

G
 PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

prepare custom
ized or personalized 

m
edications in response to a 

prescription or w
hen com

m
ercially 

available drug products do not m
eet 

a patient’s individual needs.

IN
FEC

TIO
U

S D
ISEA

SE 
PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

focus on the care of patients w
ho 

have short-term
 infections (e.g., 

influenza), long-term
 diseases caused 

by infection (e.g., H
IV), or are at 

greater risk for infection due to other 
m

edications or diseases (e.g., cancer).

PSYC
H

IATRIC
 PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

specialize in the treatm
ent of 

m
entally ill patients, such as those 

suffering from
 depression, anxiety 

disorders, schizophrenia, eating 
disorders, developm

ental disabilities, 
substance abuse and traum

atic 
brain injuries.

PU
B

LIC
 H

EA
LTH

 
is all about keeping com

m
unities 

healthy and safe by preventing 
diseases and prom

oting  
healthy lifestyles. 

EM
ERG

EN
CY M

ED
IC

IN
E 

PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
treat the w

ide variety of patients w
ho

visit a hospital em
ergency room

, 
w

hose conditions range from
 bruises 

and colds to traum
atic accidents and 

chest pains.

N
U

C
LEA

R PH
A

RM
AC

ISTS
w

ork to im
prove health through the 

safe and effective use of radioactive 
drugs to diagnose and treat 

diseases, such as cancer.

V
ETERIN

A
RY PH

A
RM

AC
ISTS

com
pound, dispense and adm

inister 
m

edications to m
eet the specific 

needs of sick or injured anim
als, or 

to prevent anim
als from

 getting sick.

REG
U

LATO
RY SC

IEN
C

E 
is the field of study that focuses on 

m
aking sure m

edicines, m
edical 

devices, and treatm
ents are safe, 

effective and m
eet quality standards 

before they are approved for  
public use. 


